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Soc. 378:  Seminar on Institutional Theory and World Society:                             John W. Meyer

                 Actors and Organizations*




Winter 2023





  

The seminar will introduce students to sociological institutional theory – emphasizing the more phenomenological variants.  It will especially focus on the character and impact of “world society,” with special attention to organizations, education and individualism.  Participants will present the readings, contribute to the discussions, and prepare brief memos suggesting research ideas.  Those enrolled for 3-5 units will prepare a paper developing a research proposal or reviewing the literature.  
Many readings are from Georg Kruecken and Gili Drori, eds., World Society:  Oxford, 2009, and students should purchase this.  One session will focus on Patricia Bromley and John Meyer, Hyper-Organization, Oxford 2015.  Another session will focus on David Frank and John Meyer, The University and the Global Knowledge Society, Oxford 2020.  Students may wish to purchase these, though the Frank/Meyer book and the Bromley-Meyer book will be in Canvas. Other readings will be in Canvas.   
As background, students should be familiar with the Meyer/Rowan and DiMaggio/Powell papers listed under the January 12 readings.  Also, it will be helpful to read the “Reflections” paper of the first week before the seminar begins. 

Jan. 13:  Introduction: Institutional Theory and Conceptions of World Society

Meyer, John W.    “Reflections:  Institutional Theory and World Society.”  Chapter 2 in G. Kruecken and G. Drori, eds., World Society.  Oxford: Oxford University Press 2009.

Suárez, David, and Patricia Bromley.  “Institutional Theories and Levels of Analysis: History, Diffusion, and Translation.  In Schriewer, J., ed., Re-Conceptualising the Global/ Local Nexus: Meaning Constellations in the World Society.  Routledge/Taylor & Francis.  2016: 139-159.
Meyer, John W. and Ronald Jepperson.  “Introduction: Cultural Institutionalism.”  Chapter 1 in R. Jepperson and J. W. Meyer, Institutional Theory.  Cambridge 2021.

**Meyer, John W., and Brian Rowan.  “Institutionalized Organizations:  Formal Structure as Myth and Ceremony.” American Journal of Sociology 83:1977: 340-56.  Chapter 4 in Kruecken and Drori.

**DiMaggio, Paul, and Walter W. Powell.  “The Iron Cage Revisited:  Institutional Isomorphism and Collective Rationality in Organizational Fields.  American Sociological Review 48: 1983: 147-60.
Jan. 20:  Conceptions of the World Polity.

Meyer, John W., John Boli, George Thomas, and Francisco Ramirez.  “World Society and the Nation-State.”  American Journal of Sociology 103, 1997: 144-81.  Chapter 8 in Kruecken and Drori.

Boli, John, and George Thomas.  “World Culture in the World Polity.”  American Sociological Review 62, 1997: 171-90.

Meyer, John W., John Boli, and George Thomas.  “Ontology and Rationalization in the Western Cultural Account.:  In G. Thomas, et al., Institutional Structure.  Sage, 1987: 2-37.   Chap. 3 in Kruecken and Drori.

Jan. 27:  Institutional Theory and the Actor

Meyer, John W., and Ronald Jepperson.  “The ‘Actors’ of Modern Society: The Cultural Construction of Social Agency.”  Sociological Theory 18, 2000: 100-120.  Chapter 5 in Kruecken and Drori.
Jepperson, Ronald, and John W. Meyer. "Multiple Levels of Analysis and the Limitations of Methodological Individualisms.”  Sociological Theory 29, 2011: 54-73. 

Coleman, James.  “Social Theory, Social Research, and a Theory of Action.”  American Journal of Sociology 91, 1986: 1309-35.

Strang, David, and John W. Meyer.  “Institutional Conditions for Diffusion.”  Theory and Society 22, 1993: 487-511.  Chapter 6 in Kruecken and Drori.

Feb. 3.  Institutional Theory, Organizations, and World Society

Bromley, Patricia, and John W. Meyer.  Hyper-Organization: Global Organizational Expansion.  Oxford University Press, 2015.

Bromley Patricia, Evan Schofer & Wesley Longhofer. Contentions Over World Culture: The Rise of Legal Restrictions on Foreign Funding to NGOs, 1994-2015.  Social Forces 99 (2020): 281-304.
**Bromley, Patricia, and John W. Meyer. "Management and Hyper-Management: Models of Empowered Organizational Leadership."  Organization Theory 2021.
**Meyer, John W., Shawn Pope, and Andrew Isaacson.  “Legitimating the Transnational Corporation in a Stateless World Society.  In K. Tsutsui and A Lim, eds., Corporate Social Responsibility in a Globalizing World.  Cambridge University Press, 2015.

**Greenwood, Royston, Christine Oliver, Thomas Lawrence, and Renate Meyer.  Handbook of Organizational Institutionalism, Second Edition (Introduction): 1-23.   Los Angeles: Sage, 2017.

Feb. 10.  Constructing the Individual

Frank, David, and John W. Meyer.  “The Profusion of Individual Roles and Identities in the Postwar Period.”  Sociological Theory 20, 2000: 86-105.  Chapter 14 in Kruecken and Drori.
Meyer, John W.  “World Society, the Welfare State and the Life Course:  An Institutionalist Perspective.”  Chapter 13 in G. Kruecken and G. Drori.
Cole, Wade.  “The Populist Attack on Human Rights, 1991 to 2018.  Dept. of Soc., University of Utah, 2022.

Lerch, Julia, Patricia Bromley, Francisco O. Ramirez, and John W. Meyer.  “The Rise of Individual Agency in Conceptions of Society.”   International Sociology 2017, 32: 38-60.
Feb. 17.  Deconstructing the “Family.”

Frank, David, Bayliss Camp, and Steven Boutcher.  “Worldwide Trends in the Criminal Regulation of Sex, 1945-2005.”  American Sociological Review 75 (December 2010): 867-893.

Boyle, Elizabeth, Kim Minzee, and Wesley Longhofer.  “Abortion Liberalization in World Society, 1960-2009.” American Journal of Sociology, 121  (November 2015): 882–913
Velasco, Kristopher.  “Transnational Backlash and the Deinstitutionalization of Liberal Norms: LGBT+ Rights in a Contested World.”  Forthcoming: American Journal of Sociology. 
Cole, Wade and Gaëlle Perrier. “Political Equality for Women and the Poor: Assessing the Effects and Limits of World Society, 1975-2010.  International Journal of Comparative Sociology 60, 2019: 140-172.   
Feb. 24.  Mass Education

Meyer, John W., Francisco Ramirez, and Yasemin Soysal.  “World Expansion of Mass Education, 1870-1770.”  Sociology of Education 65, 1992: 128-149. 
Meyer, John W., and Francisco Ramirez.  “The Global Institutionalization of Education.”  In J. Schriewer, ed., Discourse Formation in Comparative Education.  Peter Lang, 2000: 111-132.  Chapter 9 in Kruecken and Drori.

Lerch, Julia, Patricia Bromley, and John W. Meyer.   “The Expansive Educational Consequences of Global Neoliberalism.”  Department of Sociology, University of California Irvine 2019. 

Jared Furuta, John W. Meyer, and Patricia Bromley.  “Education in a Post-Liberal World Society.”  In P. Matei, X. Dumay, E. Mangez and J Behrend, eds.  Oxford Handbook on Education and Globalization.  Oxford University Press 2022.
**Bromley, Patricia, John W. Meyer, and Francisco Ramirez.  “Student-Centeredness in Social Science Textbooks, 1970-2008: A Cross-National Study.”  Social Forces 90, 2, 2011: 547-570.

March 3.  The University as a World Institution

Frank, David, and John W. Meyer.  The University and the Global Knowledge Society.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2020.

Schofer, Evan, Julia Lerch, and John W. Meyer.  "Illiberal Reactions to the University in the 21st Century." 
Lerch, Julia, David Frank, and Evan Schofer.  “The Social Foundations of Academic Freedom: Global Contestations and Change, 1960-2021. 
**Meyer, John W., Francisco Ramirez, David Frank, and Evan Schofer.  “Higher Education as an Institution.”  In P. Gumport, ed., Sociology of Higher Education.  Johns Hopkins Press, 2006.

**Meyer, John W., and Evan Schofer.  "The University in Europe and the World: Twentieth Century Expansion.”  In G. Kruecken et al., eds., Towards a Multiversity?  Bielefeld: transcript Verlag,  2006:43-60.   Chapter 17 in Kruecken and Drori.
March 10.  Constructing the Rationalized Context:  Science, the Environment, Law
Drori, Gili, John W. Meyer, Francisco Ramirez, and Evan Schofer.  “World Society and the Authority and Empowerment of Science.”  Chapter 1 in G. Drori, et al., Science in the Modern World Polity.  Stanford: 2003:  1-42.  Chapter 12 in Kruecken and Drori.
Frank, David, Ann Hironaka, and Evan Schofer.  “The Nation-State and the Natural Environment over the Twentieth Century.”  American Sociological Review 65, 2000: 96-116.

Buttel, Frederick.  “Comment on Frank, et al.”  ASR 65, 1: 117-121.  Frank et al. “Response” ASR 65, 1: 122-127.

Boyle, Elizabeth, and John W. Meyer.  “Modern Law as a Secularized Global Model: Implications for the Sociology of Law.”  Sociale Welt 49, 1998:  213-32.   Chapter 15 in Kruecken and Drori.

**Meyer, John W., David Frank, Ann Hironaka, Evan Schofer, and Nancy Tuma.  "The Structuring of a World Environmental Regime, 1870-1990."  International Organization 51, 4, Autumn 1997: 623-51.  Chapter 10 in Kruecken and Drori.
March 17.  Conclusion.  Student Presentations.
Jepperson, Ronald, and John W. Meyer.  “Concluding Reflections: Evolving Cultural Models in Global and National Society.”  Chapter 12 in R. Jepperson and J. W. Meyer, Institutional Theory.  Cambridge: 2021.

* Students who may need adaptation based on a disability should contact the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC). This should be done early since time is needed for coordination. The SDRC is located in the Office of Accessible Education at 563 Salvatierra Walk (phone: 723-1066, 723-1067 TTY).
**   Background, optional.

